A Pest Alert!

Found in Connecticut: The smaller Japanase cedar longhom
beetle, Calidielium rufipenne, was found in Milford, Connecticut on
Sept. 22, 1998 in a live arborvitae branch, Thufa occidentalis
‘Emerald Green'. This beetle is native to Japan, Korea, Taiwan and
eastern China. It usually attacks dead, weakened or freshly cut
trees. This is the first ime it has infested live trees in the Linited
States, The beetle may pose a threat to the nursery industry in
Connecticut and to native and cultivated cedars, junipers and
arborvitae.

Identification: Adult beetles vary from 1/4 to 1/2-inch long. The
males are indescent deep blue fo black with brownish-red to red
patches on the upper corners of the wing covers and have a red-
dish-orange abdomen. The antennae of the male are slightly longer
than his body. The female has brownish-red to reddish-orange wing
covers, and a reddish-orange abdomen. The antennae are about
three-fourths the length of her body
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Lite History: This beetle has a one-year Iife cycle in Japan. Adults

emearge in the spring and mate. Females lay @ggs in bark cravices.
After hatching, larvae enter the bark, and by making serpentine gal-
leries, feed on the phloem and cambium. These galleries are filled
with coarse sawdust and fecal material. Full grown larvae anter tha
sapwoed in the late summer, and make oval cells in which thay
pupate. The adults that emerge remain in the wood until spring.

Signs of damage: Larvae cause damage by tunneling under the
bark. The tree often forms calluses along the edge of the sarpantine
palleries. Cracked or splitting bark in late summer may be a sign of
infestation. Coccasionally, an infested treg may not show bark
damage.

IF BEETLE DAMAGE IS SUSPECTED OR UNHEALTHY
ARBORVITAES ARE SEEN: Notify The Connecticut
Agricultural Experiment Station at (203) 974-8B537 or
(203) 974-8604 or toll-free statewide (B877) 855-2237
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