
 

 Successfully treated infestation of yellow floating heart in a private pond in Columbia, 
CT.  This was the first confirmed instance of this species in CT waters.  The plants were 
eliminated by treating the pond with a herbicide in September, 2008. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yellow floating heart in Columbia, CT.  This invasive plant 
covered approximately 90% of the pond surface prior to 
treatment.  

B) Completed Tasks with Ongoing Elements: 
 
 Hydrilla control in the Silvermine River watershed (Westport, Norwalk):  Developed 

and implemented a cooperative agreement with the University of CT Department of 
Natural Resource Management and Engineering and provided funding to implement and 
evaluate hydrilla control methods in the Silvermine River.  This will include field 
surveys, implementation of control actions, assessment of control actions, and 
recommendations for optimal control methods.  The goal is to eradicate hydrilla from the 
Silvermine River.  Project began in 2008 and will be completed in 2010. 
 

 Invasive Plant Coordinator: Developed and implemented a cooperative agreement with 
the University of CT Plant Science Department and provided funding to hire and support 
a Statewide Invasive Plant Coordinator.  The coordinator reports jointly to the University 
and DEP and will provide administrative support to the IPC.  The person in this position 
will be addressing selected tasks from the Implementation Plan pertaining to the 
prevention, early detection, monitoring, rapid response, and education about invasive 
plants. 
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 Transferred funds to the Connecticut Department of Agriculture that will enable them to 
inspect pet stores for banned invasive plants.  Plans are in place to train inspectors in 
plant identification.  We anticipate that inspections will begin in 2009.  
 

 
C) Tasks in Progress: 
 

 Grants to Municipalities: Issued a Request for Proposals (RFP – see attached) in 
October, 2008, to distribute $175,000 to municipalities for invasive plant control projects 
on publicly accessible lands and waters.  Project proposals will be reviewed by DEP and 
the IPC, successful applicants will be notified by February 15, 2009, and funds will be 
distributed prior to June, 2009. 

 
 Aquatic Nuisance Species (ANS) Coordinator: Developed a cooperative agreement 

with the University of CT Institute of Water Resources and identified funding sources 
sufficient to support a Statewide ANS Coordinator.  Approval of Project Agreement is 
pending.  Funding will be provided by Federal ANS funds with match provided by IPC 
funds.  The coordinator will report jointly to the University and DEP.  The person in this 
position will be addressing selected tasks from the federally approved Connecticut 

Aquatic Nuisance Species Management Plan pertaining to the prevention, early detection, 
monitoring, rapid response, and education about aquatic invasive species (including 
invasive plants). 
 

 
D) Future Tasks and Challenges:  Invasive Plant Funding provided in the next biennial budget 
will be used to maintain ongoing efforts and to address the following challenges. 
 

 Control of Invasive Plants Requires a Long-Term Commitment:  Invasive plant 
issues are expected to increase due to the spread of existing invasives and the 
introduction of new species via increased global commerce and travel.  Currently we 
have put in place temporary solutions (i.e., cooperative agreements and one round of 
Grants to Municipalities) that will enable us to initiate a Connecticut Invasive Plant 
Program.  Long-term support is needed to maintain a sustainable and successful program. 

 
 Prevention: The most cost effective invasive plant program is one that stops new 

invasive plants before they enter the state.  We need to identify invasive plant vectors 
(i.e., moving soil or equipment), research existing prevention methods, and develop new 
methods to prevent further introductions or dispersal.  Our objective will be to develop 
Best Management Practices for industry and the general public (see education below). 

 
 Early Detection and Monitoring: Early detection is important because plant populations 

are often small enough to be eradicated.  Coordination with in-state and regional partners 
facilitates finding new invaders early.  CT needs to develop a comprehensive database to 
track the locations of invasive plant locations, site ownership, control actions, costs, and 
control results. 

 



 

 Rapid Response and Control: Rapid Response refers to actions to eradicate, contain or 
control invasive species while the populations are small.  CT needs to develop a generic 
rapid response plan that can be quickly modified to address specific invasive plants.  
Legal constraints need to be identified and addressed.  Plant experts need to be available 
or on-call to conduct control actions and to confirm species identification. 

 
 Education and Awareness: Educational efforts need to be expanded to include Best 

Management Practices for the nursery & landscaping industry, pet trade, municipal 
landfills and composting sites, and for the general public.  A comprehensive CT based 
Invasive Plant website needs to be developed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Mile-a-minute vine infestation.  Control work is being undertaken to prevent 

further spread in CT.  
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NOTICE OF AVAILABLE FUNDS 

Grants To Municipalities 

for the Control Of Invasive Plants 
0B0BOctober 17

th
, 2008 

 

The Department of Environmental Protection is pleased to announce the availability of funding 
through the Invasive Plants Council for invasive plant control projects on publicly accessible 
land and waters. Invasive species can directly harm the state’s terrestrial and aquatic natural 
resources, and decrease the recreational, aesthetic and economic values of those resources. The 
goal of this program is to conserve the state’s resources by providing additional opportunities for 
the control of and/or preventing the establishment of terrestrial and aquatic invasive plant 
species.  
 

 PROPOSAL DEADLINE:  MONDAY, DECEMBER 8TH, 2008, AT 4:00 PM. 

 

 AN ORIGINAL AND COMPLETE APPLICATION MUST BE RECEIVED AND 

DATE STAMPED AT THE DEP, BUREAU OF NATURAL RESOURCES – INLAND 
FISHERIES DIVISION, LOCATED AT 79 ELM STREET, HARTFORD CONNECTICUT BY 

THE PROPOSAL DEADLINE.  UUFAXED AND E-MAILED PROPOSALS OR LETTERS OF 

SUPPORT WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.UU   

 

 Applicants will be notified no later than February 15th, 2009 as to whether or not their 

proposals have been selected for funding. 

 

 MAIL ORIGINAL AND 8 COPIES OF PROPOSALS TO:  
 

attention: Bill Foreman, Environmental Analyst  

 Department of Environmental Protection 

 BNR- Inland Fisheries Division 

 79 Elm Street 

 Hartford, CT  06106-5127 
 

 

 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 

Bill Foreman, Environmental Analyst at (860) 424-3868 

Or E-mail us at: HHUUwilliam.foreman@ct.govUU 

Electronic versions of grant documents can be found at: www.ct.gov/dep/invasivespecies  
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PROGRAM PURPOSE 

The introduction and spread of invasive plants in Connecticut poses a serious threat to the 
biodiversity of native ecosystems, and can affect the ecological, recreational, and economic 
interests of the state. Nonindigenous invasive plants have the potential to establish and spread 
rapidly due to a lack of physical and biological constraints in the habitats to which they have 
been introduced. In 2003, the Connecticut General Assembly established the Invasive Plant 
Council (IPC) (Public Act 03-136) to develop strategies regarding public education, control 
methods, prevention, and related activities to begin addressing the adverse consequences of 
invasive plants. The IPC currently has a total of up to $175,000 to provide to Connecticut 
municipalities in FY 2008/2009 to fund projects controlling or eradicating invasive plants on 
publically accessible lands and waters.  

Who may apply: Only municipalities are eligible to receive grants through this program. Not-
For-Profit conservation organizations (with 501(c)(3) status) and local interest organizations 
such as unincorporated lake associations can develop project proposals in collaboration with 
municipalities but only the municipality in which the project site is located can apply for 
funding. If the property or water body is located in more than one municipality, two or more 
municipalities may apply jointly. The property or water body must be located in Connecticut. 

What types of projects are eligible for funding: Eligible project proposals should be for the 
control/eradication of non-native invasive plant species. Preferred projects will target new 
infestations (first observed at the property or water body within the last three years) or a recently-
arrived invasive species with only a limited number of populations in the state. Eligible target 
species will be those plant species listed in the Connecticut Invasive Plant List in accordance 
with Sections 22a-381a and 22a-381b, or listed in Section 22a-381d of the Connecticut General 
Statutes (see Appendix E).  Target properties and water bodies may be either publicly or 
privately owned and must be open to public access and use. Project proposals targeting native 
species, or for routine, periodic “maintenance” of invasive species are not eligible for funding. 

Below are a few examples of eligible and ineligible projects (reasoning in parenthesis following 
each example): 

Eligible projects- 

The removal/eradication of mile-a-minute vine by hand pulling and herbicide application on 
land trust property open to full public access. (invasive species, full public access, also limited 
distribution of plant in CT). 

Herbicide treatment to eradicate parrotfeather (Myriophyllum aquaticum) infestation in a lake 
with a state boat launch. (invasive species, full public access, also new infestation in CT) 

Eradication of yellow floating heart (Nymphoides peltata) by dredging and hand pulling from a 
town-owned pond open to the public. (invasive plant, publicly accessible) 

Eradication (herbicides, mowing prior to seed set) of Japanese stilt grass patches along hiking 
trail protected by permanent easement on otherwise private property. (highly invasive species, 

although on “private property”, trail is publicly accessible and trail corridor is protected 

through easement) 





ATTACHMENT C 

 

GRANT PROPOSAL COVER PAGE 

(Please type answers using the space provided) 

1. NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER OF APPLICANT MUNICIPALITY (or municipalities): 

2. NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER OF CONTACT: 

3. NAME AND TITLE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE: 

Name and Title: 

Signature: Date:   

4.  FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT IDENTIFICATION NUMBER: 

5.  TITLE: 

6.  BRIEF  DESCRIPTION: 

7.  TOTAL GRANT FUNDING REQUESTED: 

8.  TOTAL MATCHING FUNDS: 
 

 

 

Items 9-18 must be appropriately labeled and included as an attachment to this form. 



 

 

2B2BBudget Summary 

 

Name of Applicant:  

 

EXPENSES: Grant Funds  Matching Funds 

    

1B1BPersonnel    

Salaries: $  $ 

Fringe Benefits: $  $ 

    

Materials/Supplies: $  $ 

    

Travel: $  $ 

    

Contractual/Consulting Fees (specify): $  $ 

    

Printing and Copying: $  $ 

    

Office Expenses: $  $ 

    

Other (please specify**): $  $ 

    

    

Total Grant Funds Requested: 

 

$ 

  

    

Total Matching Funds Provided:   $ 

    

Total Project Costs:   $ 

    



 

 

On a separate sheet, provide a brief narrative explaining each line item expense requested 

from the Grant Fund. 

Note: 

 Indirect costs may be used as matching funds, but are not eligible grant expenses. 

 Food and clothing (except for safety/work/protective items equipment such as gloves and chaps) are 

not eligible grant expenses. 

 Where in-kind match (e.g. volunteers) is being provided, those costs must be specifically identified. 

 
 



 

IPC grants to municipalities 2008 summary of proposals 12/9/2008 

Summary Of Proposals Received 

Grants To Municipalities For The Control Of Invasive Plants Program 
 
 
Invasive plant control proposals that were submitted to the Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) by municipalities in response to the Request for Proposals far exceeded the 
$175,000 that was allocated by the legislature through the Invasive Plant Council (IPC). This 
overwhelming response demonstrates the towns’ critical need for assistance in controlling 
invasive plants in the effort to restore habitat for fish and wildlife species and improve 
recreational land use.  DEP will be evaluating the 41 proposals during December and reporting 
back the IPC in January with recommendations for allocating the available funding.   
 
 

• Total dollar amount available in FY2009: $175,000 

• Total dollar amount of funding requested: $978,903 

• Matching funds offered by municipalities: $631,334 

• Received 41 applications from a total of 37 municipalities. 

• Project proposals were relatively evenly split (aquatic vs. terrestrial): 

Aquatic 17 

Terrestrial 16 

Both*    8 
*Eight projects targeted both terrestrial and aquatic/wetland species (mostly phragmites). 

 
 

• The average requested amount per project:  $23,876 

• The median requested amount per project:  $17,750 

• Largest requested amount:     $75,000 

• Smallest requested amount:       $2,500 

• Aquatic project funding requests averaged:  $25,594.00 per request 

• Terrestrial project funding requests averaged:  $21,087.00 per request 

• “Both” project funding requests averaged:  $25,800.00 per request 
 
 
 
 




