INVASIVE PLANT COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of September 6, 2005

Approved by Council

Regular Meeting


A regular meeting of the Invasive Plants Council was held on Tuesday, September 6, 2005.  David Leff, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 10:32 a.m. in the Ensign Conference Room of the Department of Environmental Protection on 79 Elm Street, Hartford, Connecticut.

Attendees:
All members of the Council were present: Mr. David K. Leff, Dr. Louis Magnarelli, Mr. F. Philip Prelli, Mr. Paul Larson, Mr. Tom McGowan, Dr. Leslie J. Mehrhoff, Dr. Mary Musgrave and Mr. David Sutherland.


The following organizations were represented at the meeting: CT Invasive Plants Working Group; CT Nurseryman Association and Audubon Society.

Absent:
No Absences.

Minutes

Approved:
Minutes of the June 15, 2005, meeting were read and approved with minor editorial changes. Chairman Leff motioned to accept the Minutes. Council unanimously voted in favor by voice vote with no opposing votes.  Motion carried.

Council Issues:
Chairman David Leff noted important issues: funding, cultivars, plant parts and enforcement. Legislation last year did not pass.  The Council needs to take action since invasive plants are a very significant issue among the public, as they are now aware of invasive species.  Council needs to move forward over the next year.  The Council will need to be prepared to make recommendations to the General Assembly.  The upcoming legislative year will be a short session.


Commissioner Prelli noted since the upcoming legislative year will be a short session, he is not sure Invasive Plants will be a top priority during the Session.  He would like to see the Council work on small piece(s) and do it correctly.  Chairman David Leff agreed with Commissioner Prelli.


David Sutherland stated the Council should be able to come to some agreement before the General Assembly meets.  Need to try to come to a consensus on few issues – starting today.  Funding is important to push forward through the General Assembly.


Chairman David Leff feels the Council needs to revisit the enforcement issue and put forward a plan for approval by the General Assembly on this matter.


Chairman David Leff feels that funding will need to come from the industry or groups that have a stake in invasives, i.e., boating groups.


Chairman Leff noted that the Aquatic Nuisance Plan is coming to completion.  The federal monies of approximately $70,000 could be made available.  Per Nancy Murray there is a 25% match.  Much discussion took place among the group about the proposed Invasive Plant Coordinator position. Proposed duties: Web site portal, rapid response, implementation of funding and coordination.  Per Nancy Murray- she will make the Plan available on the website by November 1st, which will be distributed to the Council.  She is working with the USFW Coordinators – it is critically important CT comes up with some funding for Invasive Plants Program.


There was much group discussion on staffing and coordination to track invasive plants and follow up on phone calls from public.  Co-Chairman Magnarelli – CAES will need another staff person (as it is down one inspector due to layoffs).  Now tracking where plants come through the system –the tracing part takes a lot of staff time.  Commissioner Prelli stated that the Dept. of Agriculture needs dollars to do inspections.  It is looking at employing another Animal Control Officer to help with pet shop inspections.  The Council needs to address training costs and a staff overtime budget (most calls come in from the public on weekends).  Also, need justification of any new hires or overtime for invasive plants issues.  Per Chairman David Leff, DEP is down 9 Conservation Officers (which helps with enforcement).  Chairman David Leff also noted that all agencies that are part of the Council, have the same problem because there is no line item within the agencies’ budgets for invasive plant issues.  Les Mehrhoff feels the Council needs to focus and prepare real budget information for the next Council meeting.  Chairman David Leff said the Council couldn’t move to the next level without devoting time to budget and funding sources.  Council will need to seek a line item or dedicated source of funding from the legislature.  David Sutherland suggested that Council develop a wish list for the legislature.  Chairman David Leff feels Council needs to garner real funding for the Coordinator position.  At the October 11th Council meeting be prepared to discuss budget and how to approach getting funding and the Massachusetts Proposed Prohibited Plant List.
General

Discussion
Tom McGowan asked about the Aquatic Nuisance Plan for Council Review.  Nancy Murray suggested waiting until the next version comes out – probably in November.  Tom McGowan spoke about success stories about organizations that do good work on eradication.  Example: Bridgewater-Roxbury area.  This eradication project was done by the Department of Transportation (DOT), including the right-of-way land and into private lands too.  Tom McGowan suggested that a letter of commendation be sent to DOT.  David Sutherland spoke about Congress’ Transportation Bill that was just passed.  Possibly using discretionary dollars from Connecticut’s allotment for future eradication projects.

Commissioner Prelli mentioned differences between Massachusetts and Connecticut’s Proposed Prohibited Plant List.  How does the nurseries know when something is brought in over the line?  Much discussion took place on this.  Also, much discussion on infected plants took place too.

Cultivars:
David Goodwin to check with Oregon on how they do things on cultivars.  Les Mehrhoff suggested the Council work with academic institutions to find out what research is being done on cultivars invasive species.  Also, suggested using the research project(s) found and using that actual information and deadline dates – this way the Council will wait until the research is completed – lets not make them rush ahead with their project(s).  Chairman David Leff requested that Council members e-mail by October 4th to Jill Carr “on whose doing what research into cultivars.”

Mr. Brad Mitchell of the State of Massachusetts to attend the October 11th Council meeting to discuss the MA Proposed Prohibited Plant List.

Handouts: 
Chairman Leff distributed handouts to Council Members & Attendees: 

1. Summary of State Invasive Species Management Strategies.

2. Estimate of Companies/Organizations Selling Plants in CT.

3. Funding Requested for Invasive Plant Projects

4. 2nd New England Invasive Plant Summit Brochure.

Next Meeting:
October 11, 2005 at 10:30 a.m. in the Ensign Room at 79 Elm Street, Hartford, CT.

Adjournment:
Meeting adjourned at 12:10 p.m. 
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