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Connecticut Sea Grant, based at the University of Connecticut in Groton, received funding from 
the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation in 2011 as part of the Long Island Sound Study 
Futures Fund to conduct a social marketing program to raise awareness among coastal boaters 
and anglers of marine invasive species.  The educational program was implemented with the 
assistance of CT DEEP, the US Coast Guard Auxiliary, ten local bait retailers, and some local 
marinas. Two primary messages shared with boaters and anglers via license holders, key chains, 
bait stickers, ruler stickers, magnets and posters are “Don’t Dump Bait” and “Keep Boat Hulls 
Clean”. A survey of the familiarity of coastal boaters and anglers with the issue of invasive 
species and the materials distributed was undertaken the summer of 2011. Results are being 
analyzed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Attachment 1 
 

DRAFT 
 

CT ANS Workgroup 
 

Minutes of April 7, 2011 Meeting 
 
 
 

1. Attendance.  Approximately 25 members attended the April 7, 2011 meeting held at 
UCONN’s Avery Point campus.  The Workgroups three taxonomic subgroups, 
Freshwater Vertebrates and Invertebrates, Marine, and Plants each had at least 6 
participants. 

 
2. Management Classes.  The proposed new management classes were discussed by the 

workgroup as a whole.  The intention behind the new classes was to clarify what actions 
the DEP staff would be responsible for undertaking for each organism.   

 
a. One concern expressed by members of the Workgroup, was that limited and 

incipient populations of all aquatic invasives should be given a high priority for 
rapid response.   

b. An additional suggestion was that the plan describes how actions by non-DEP 
parties will be organized and supported by DEP. 

3. Taxonomic Subgroup Discussions.  The subgroups met to discuss potential changes to 
the species and vector list.  Suggested revisions to the lists are attached.  

4. Follow up discussion.  After meeting in subgroups, the Working group reconvened for 
further discussion.  Additional comments and suggestions included: 

a. The idea that control is not “either/or” as assumed by the proposed management 
classes, that it is a matter of degree, financial resources available and political will 

b. That the “Watch List” needs to be divided into subcategories to acknowledge that 
some potential invaders have more potentially significant impacts. 

c. That the “brackish” species would be handled by the Marine group. 
d. Financial concerns.   

i. The suggestion was made that the group reach out to other organizations 
such as The Nature Conservancy, to allow pooling of resources. 

ii. There is a strong need for a dedicated rapid response fund 
e. That the DEP should put out a “request for qualifications” and maintain a list of 

contractors qualified to do control work. 



Attachment 2 
Brochure about didymo prepared and distributed by DEEP (then DEP) following confirmation 
of the presence of this invasive alga in the West Branch Farmington River in late March, 2011: 
 

 
 


