Connecticut Invasive Plant Working Group (CIPWG)

November 2009 Update

A general meeting of the Connecticut Invasive Plant Working Group (CIPWG) was held on Tuesday, November 17, 2009 at the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station in Windsor, CT.  A summary of the meeting, and other CIPWG updates appear below:
1) We are pleased to announce that Penni Sharp has volunteered to serve as Co-chairperson for the Connecticut Invasive Plant Working Group (CIPWG) for the next two years.  Penni was one of the founding members of CIPWG and has been involved in many of the organization’s activities, including the biennial invasive plant symposia.  She also serves as an active member of the Connecticut Botanical Society and the New England Plant Conservation Program.  Donna Ellis will continue to serve as CIPWG Co-chairperson.
2) The CIPWG Speaker’s List has been updated and is posted on the website at www.hort.uconn.edu/cipwg.  If you would like to be added to the list, please contact Donna Ellis (email donna.ellis@uconn.edu; phone 860-486-6448).
3) Plans are underway for the CIPWG invasive plant symposium, to be held in the fall of 2010.  We welcome your input and invite you to join the symposium planning committee.  The next planning committee meeting will be held from noon until 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 10 at the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station, Valley Laboratory, Windsor, CT.
4) The CIPWG Steering Committee recently discussed and updated all CIPWG subcommittees.  CIPWG members are welcome to join the following subcommittees:
· Management (this subcommittee is currently revising the CIPWG Invasive Plant Management Guide; if you have experience with pesticides/pesticide application, landscape maintenance, etc. we welcome your input)

· Education and Outreach

· Native Alternatives

Contact Donna Ellis if you would like to join any of the subcommittees.

5) The Connecticut Invasive Plant Working Group is seeking an invasive plant project on public land where our organization can offer volunteers to assist with control efforts.  Projects can be submitted by an individual, municipality, agency, or organization.  The CIPWG Steering Committee will review all submitted projects and select one in which volunteers can assist with invasive plant removal during the spring or summer of 2010.  Please contact Donna Ellis (email donna.ellis@uconn.edu; phone 860-486-6448) for additional information.  Projects should be submitted by January 31, 2010.
6) Since CIPWG was first founded in 1997, many of the members have volunteered their time and expertise over the years to promote awareness of invasive plant issues.  I would like to acknowledge and sincerely thank our volunteers past and present for your dedication and hard work.  CIPWG members and affiliates are encouraged to continue to volunteer for invasive plant-related activities in their communities, which may include staffing invasive plant exhibits and displays, giving presentations (indoors and outdoors), and participating in ‘pulling parties’ to control invasives.  If you are interested and available to volunteer for these events, we need your help.  Please contact Donna to be put on a list for future volunteer activities, and as events occur we will be in touch to see how you can help further the CIPWG mission of raising invasive plant awareness.
7) Cynthia Boettner announced that the Silvio Conte National Fish & Wildlife Refuge and the USDA Forest Service will be hosting a workshop in Cooperative Weed Management Areas (CWMA’s) this spring and will focus on the Connecticut River Watershed.  David Gumbart (The Nature Conservancy) provided an update on the new Eightmile River Watershed CWMA in Connecticut.  Monthly meetings are underway to conduct group planning and establish priorities for control.  Cynthia also discussed ongoing water chestnut (Trapa natans) control activities in the Connecticut River watershed.
8) Kristen Ponak, CIPWG webmaster, and Logan Senack, CT Invasive Plant Coordinator, discussed updates to the CIPWG website and showed meeting attendees plans for the newly revised web pages.  Comments and suggestions for the website are welcome – please contact Logan (logan.senack@uconn.edu).
9) Logan Senack, Carole Cheah (CT Agricultural Experiment Station) and Donna Ellis presented an update on mile-a-minute vine (Persicaria perfoliata) in Connecticut.  Distribution, control, and educational outreach for this invasive plant were discussed, including a new biological control project where beneficial insects (weevils) were released in five Connecticut towns during the summer.
10) Volunteers are needed to work at the CIPWG invasive plant exhibit during the Connecticut Flower and Garden Show from February 18-21, 2010 at the Connecticut Convention Center in Hartford, CT (see http://www.ctflowershow.com/).  You will receive free admission to the Flower Show if you volunteer to work but you will need to pay for parking.
Please contact Donna Ellis (email donna.ellis@uconn.edu; phone 860-486-6448) if you can help out at one or more of these time slots:

Thursday Feb. 18      
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.; 2:00 – 5:00 p.m.; or 5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Friday Feb. 19            
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.; 2:00 – 5:00 p.m.; or 5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Saturday Feb. 20       
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.; 2:00 – 5:00 p.m.; or 5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Sunday Feb. 21           10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.; 2:00 – 6:00 p.m. (& take down exhibit)

Respectfully submitted,

Donna Ellis
