
 

NRCS EQIP Program Helps Growers Get Started With IPM 

 
The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is a voluntary conservation program 
from the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). EQIP provides cost share and 
incentive payments to implement conservation practices on eligible agricultural land. Through 
EQIP, growers can request integrated pest management (IPM) training and incentive payments 
for adopting IPM techniques. Only growers who have not previously participated in a recognized 
IPM training program are eligible for this training and incentive program. After acceptance into 
the program, growers work with an extension educator for a 3-year period and receive incentive 
payments for each of the 3 years.  
 
The incentive payments to growers for IPM adoption depend on crop value. The objective 
for these payments is to encourage adoption of  pest monitoring, thresholds, disease forecasting 
tools, cultural controls, biological control and reduced-risk pesticides among other IPM 
techniques available. The incentive payments are listed below: 
 
 

                                                                                                

 Silage or grain corn: $25 per acre 
 Shade tobacco: $500 per acre 
 Broadleaf tobacco: $100 per acre 
 Vegetable crops: $100 per acre 
 Small fruit or orchard crops: $100 per acre 
 Nursery crops: $300 per acre 
 Greenhouse crops: $500 per acre 

 

USDA NRCS service centers throughout Connecticut process the applications to sign-up for 
EQIP. Growers need to contact their nearest service center to request information about the EQIP 
IPM incentive program and to determine if they are eligible. More information on this and other 
NRCS programs can be found at the following websites: 

NRCS Information: 
 

 EQIP Fact Sheet 
 ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/CT/eqip/eqip-factsheet.pdf
 

 EQIP Sign-Up and Application Information 
 http://www.ct.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/eqip.html
 

ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/CT/eqip/eqip-factsheet.pdf
http://www.ct.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/eqip.html


 Find a Connecticut Service Center 
 http://www.ct.nrcs.usda.gov/contact/directory/
 

 Connecticut NRCS Website 
 http://www.ct.nrcs.usda.gov/
 
 
IPM and NRCS Links: 
 

 NRCS and IPM Working Together - NE IPM Center 
 http://northeastipm.org/nrcs.cfm
 

 The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) -  
      Center for Agricultural Partnerships 

 http://www.agcenter.org/progfarmbilleqip.html
 

 "More Integrated Pest Management Please" NRDC Issue Paper February 2007   
 http://www.nrdc.org/health/pesticides/ipm/ipm.pdf 
 
 
IPM and NRCS in other states: 
 

 Pennsylvania IPM Program 
 http://paipm.cas.psu.edu/65.htm
 

 Michigan State University 
 http://www.ipm.msu.edu/farmbill.htm
 

 Success Stories around the Nation 
 http://northeastipm.org/nrcs/resources.cfm#ongoing
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The information in this material is for educational purposes. The recommendations contained are based on the best available knowledge at the 
time of printing. Any reference to commercial products, trade or brand names is for information only, and no endorsement or approval is 
intended. The Cooperative Extension system does not guarantee or warrant the standard of any product referenced or imply approval of the 
product to the exclusion of others which also may be available.All agrochemicals/pesticides listed are registered for suggested uses in 
accordance with federal and Connecticut state laws and regulations as of the date of printing. If the information does not agree with current 
labeling, follow the label instructions. The label is the law.Warning! Agrochemicals/pesticides are dangerous. Read and follow all instructions 
and safety precautions on labels. Carefully handle and store agrochemicals/pesticides in originally labeled containers immediately in a safe 
manner and place. Contact the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection for current regulations.The user of this information 
assumes all risks for personal injury or property damage.Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, 
in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Kirklyn M. Kerr, Director, Cooperative Extension System, The University of 
Connecticut, Storrs. The Connecticut Cooperative Extension System offers its programs to persons regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, 
age or disability and is an equal opportunity employer.
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